
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
TO:        JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:     RON WHISENAND, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT:    SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET REQUEST, CHANDLER RANCH AREA 

SPECIFIC PLAN  
 
DATE:       FEBRUARY 20, 2007 
 
 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a supplemental budget request for refined traffic 

analysis related to the Chandler Ranch Area Specific Plan (CRASP). 
 
Facts: 1. The City has been working with property owners on preparation of a 

specific plan and related materials for the 827 acre Chandler Ranch Area. 
 
 2. The property owner group recently provided the City with a detailed 

phasing plan, illustrating their proposed sequence of development within 
the Specific Plan area.  

 
 3. On- and off-site vehicular traffic is anticipated to be one of the most 

significant impacts from development of the CRASP.   
 
 4. With the property owners’ phasing plan, the City is now in a position to 

evaluate the phase by phase infrastructure needs to address traffic 
generated by development within the CRASP.   

 
5. Along with the volume of traffic generated by development of the 

CRASP, there is a need to address “traffic calming” within and adjacent to 
the CRASP.  

 
6. Omni-Means, the City’s traffic consultants for the CRASP, has prepared a 

proposal to address the phase-by-phase infrastructure needs based on the 
property owners’ phasing plan. Their proposal also addresses the 
adequacy of traffic calming measures. A copy of their proposal is attached 
and labeled “Exhibit A”. 

 
7. If approved, the additional traffic analysis will be added to prior advances 

authorized by the City Council. City reimbursement, with interest, will be 
provided for through a promissory note and payment of Specific Plan fees 
at the time of development. 

Analysis 
and 
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Conclusion: Previous traffic analysis looked at the CRASP as a whole and modeled 
infrastructure needs based on overall impacts on the community.  

 
 With the property owners’ new phasing plan the City is now in a position to 

evaluate the adequacy of traffic mitigation measures on a phase-by-phase basis to 
insure that the proposed infrastructure improvements are adequate for each 
development phase.  The intent would be to insure that the timing of traffic 
infrastructure installation is both consistent and coordinated with the new phasing 
plan. 

 
 The proposed scope of traffic analysis would also evaluate the adequacy of traffic 

calming measures being proposed by the property owners, both within and 
adjacent to the CRASP. The intent would be to insure that traffic calming 
principles are applied as a part of project design and Specific Plan requirements, 
avoiding the need for later “retrofit” measures to address future traffic calming 
needs.   

 
 The scope of work for Omni-Means additionally includes a public presentation 

focusing on traffic analysis, recognizing that the adequacy of traffic mitigation 
measures will be one of the most significant public policy issues.  

  
Policy 
Reference: General Plan requirement for the Chandler Ranch Area Specific Plan; California 

Environmental Quality Act 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: The proposed budget amendment would increase the amount advanced from the 

City’s General Fund on behalf of the CRASP property owners.  Not including this 
request, the General Fund has advanced $1,026,400 to date.  While it is expected 
that the General Fund will be reimbursed for all the costs advanced, it will take 
years before life-to-date and future advances are repaid.  The Council previously 
approved a promissory note formalizing the repayment with accrued interest. 

 
Options: a. Authorize the contract Amendment with Omni-Means, based on the 

attached Scope of Work (Exhibit A”), and adopt Resolution No. 07-xx 
approving an appropriation of $29,000 to budget account 232-710-5224-
209 for this purpose. 

 
b. Amend, modify, or reject the foregoing option. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 07- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS TO PREPARE REFINED TRAFFIC ANALYSIS FOR THE 

CHANDLER RANCH AREA SPECIFIC PLAN 
  
 
WHEREAS, on September 4, 2001, the City Council directed that the City proceed with preparation of a 
Chandler Ranch Area Specific Plan (CRASP) and related Environmental Impact Report (EIR); and 
 
WHEREAS, based on that direction from the City Council,  a consultant services agreement was entered 
into with Omni-Means to prepare traffic analysis related to preparation of a Draft Chandler Ranch Area 
Specific Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR); and  
 
WHEREAS, traffic impacts are anticipated to be one of the most significant off-site mitigation needs 
related to preparation of the CRASP; and 
 
WHEREAS, the traffic analysis in the Draft EIR documented the overall impacts and mitigation needs 
relating to development of the CRASP, but in the absence of a phasing plan the analysis could not 
address the timing of infrastructure improvements; and 
 
WHEREAS, the owners of property within the CRASP have recently prepared a detailed phasing plan 
that illustrates the proposed sequence of development; and 
 
WHEREAS, with the new phasing plan the City is now in the position to undertake more detailed / 
refined traffic analysis designed to insure that the timing of traffic infrastructure improvements are 
consistent and coordinated with the proposed phasing plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the adequacy of traffic calming design measures both within and adjacent to the CRASP 
warrant particular attention to incorporate traffic calming into the basic design of both arterial and 
collector streets within the CRASP, avoiding / minimizing the need for future retrofit measures; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed supplemental traffic analysis is work beyond the original scope of work 
envisioned under the existing consulant services contract, and the budget for that additional scope of 
work would need to be appropriated for that purpose; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed budget for the additional traffic analysis to be prepared by Omni-Means 
would be $29,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost of preparing this supplemental analysis for the Chandler Ranch Area Specific Plan 
would be an advance to be repaid from specific plan fees that would be paid, with interest, by benefiting 
property owners at the time of development and would be documented by a promissory note; and 
 
WHEREAS, the expenditure of City funds, will impact the Department’s operating budget making it 
necessary that the City Council approve a one time budget appropriation for this purpose. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles, based 
on the attached “Exhibit A”, that a one time appropriation in the amount of $29,000 from Chandler 
Ranch Specific Plan Fund to budget account 232-710-5224-209 is hereby approved. 
 
ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles at a regular meeting of said Council 
held on the 20th day of February 2007 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 

 
 ____________________________________  
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor    
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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